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European Students’ Union - ESU
● The European Students’ Union (ESU) is the umbrella 

organisation of 46 National Unions of Students (NUS) 
from 41 different countries. 

● The  NUSe s a re op e n to  a ll stud e nts in the ir re sp e ct ive  
count ry re g a rd le ss o f p o lit ica l p e rsua sion, re lig ion, 
e thnic o r cultura l o rig in, se xua l o rie nta t ion or socia l 
sta nd ing . 

● Our m e m b e rs a re  a lso  stud e nt -run, a utonom ous, 
re p re se nta t ive  a nd  op e ra te  a ccord ing  to  d e m ocra t ic 
p rincip le s.



A micro -cre d e nt ia l is  a  p roof o f le a rning  
outcom e s tha t  a  le a rne r ha s a cq uire d  

fo llowing  a  short  le a rning  e xp e rie nce . The  
le a rning  outcom e s ha ve  b e e n a sse sse d  

a g a inst  t ra nsp a re nt  sta nd a rd s.

- European Commission



ESU Statement on Micro -credentials
● ESU believes that micro -credentials should be developed by putting learners’ 

perspective at the centre . 

● They should not substitute but rather complement the current conventional 
learning opportunities and serve as a lifelong learning opportunity to all.

● A high -quality higher education system is characterised by removing all 
obstacles to access, facilitating progress and completion, implementing a 
student -centred approach to learning and teaching , developed recognition 
procedures, and fairly assessing students. ESU believes that the same set of 
requirements and principles must apply to any high -quality learning offerings, 
including micro -credentials.

Link here .

https://www.esu-online.org/?policy=bm80-statement-on-micro-credentials


Still up for discussion
● Is anything a micro -credential?

○ Course from a programm

○ Designed specifically 

● How small is micro?

○ Nano / micro / mini / macro ?

○ 3 / 6 / 12 / 24 ECTS ? -> Or not ECTS ?

● Private providers vs HEIs

○ Validation? Recognition? Regulations?

● Infrastructure ecosystem

○ Storage? Europass?

● Stackability

○ Independent 

○ Horizontally? Vertically? Diagonal?

● New learning vs prior -learning?

● Enroll ->Take->Leave

○ What about QA? Students’ input

○ Alignment with NQFs

● Who is to benefit?

○ Free?



Example 1
Micro credentials provided in Ireland

● Reskilling, upskilling - lifelong learning
○ Engagement of the employers

● Ma ny p ub lic-p riva te  p a rtne rship s on the  m a t te r

I rish Unive rsit ie s Associa t ion, “A m icro-cre d e nt ia l is  a  p roof o f the  
le a rning  outcom e s tha t  a  le a rne r ha s a cq uire d  fo llowing  a  short  

le a rning  e xp e rie nce . Le a rne rs m a y choose  to  und e rta ke  a  m icro-
cre d e nt ia l a s a  sta nd a lone  a wa rd  or sta ck the ir le a rning  towa rd s a  

la rg e r a wa rd .”



Example 2
Micro credentials considered in Croatia

● Mostly not called a micro credential

● Pre se nt  fo r a  long  t im e  a lre a d y a t  som e  unive rsit ie s

● Dom ina nt ly HEI s p rovid ing  it  throug h sp e cia lly fo rm e d  

com m it te e s, b ut  a t  the  Unive rsity o f Rije ka , the re  is  a lso  a  

Unive rsity b oa rd

○ Non-formal and informal learning

○ Obtainable for example via student union work,volunteering, 

project management etc. (but the learning outcomes have to be 

proven)

https://uniri.hr/studiranje/priznavanje-i-vrednovanje-prethodnog-ucenja/


Example 3
Micro credentials provided in Estonia

● 3 Public and 1 private University  providing them
○ University of Tartu - here
○ Tallinn University of Technology - here

● Pa rt  o f the  life long  le a rning  p rog ra m m e s
● Up  to  24  ECTS
● Op e n for a ll
● For a  fe e

○ From 350€ to 1900 €
○ Classic degree education in Estonia is free of charge

https://www.ut.ee/et/mikrokraadid
https://taltech.ee/avatud-ope/mikrokraadid


Example 4 
EuroTeQ “Create a continuous education stream”
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Tha nk you!

In case of further questions: 
kristel.jakobson@esu-online.org
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